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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
Thank you for your detailed and eloquent application form with great photography, the results from your playground 
survey and your map. Your efforts are truly impressive, on paper and in reality. For a small population estimated at 
778 your unstinting commitment to the enhancement of Newtownforbes is inspirational. You have a strong 
committee and loyal volunteers representing all walks of life and this is surely one of the secrets to your success. 
With regard to collaboration and cooperation - your long list of organisations, institutions and individual businesses 
is very encouraging. You are working well with Scoil Mhuire and local youth sporting bodies and with plans to set up 
Junior Tidy Towns and bring on youth representation in Tidy Towns it is likely that you will continue to bring along all 
age groups in the community on your journey of ensuring that Newtownforbes is a fantastic place to live, learn and 
do business. It is heartening to hear that your involvement in Tidy Towns is consistent and that it has had such a 
profound effect on the community
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You are fortunate to have so many interesting heritage buildings like St Pauls, St Marys and the unusual Parish Hall 
and the work carried out over recent years has stood the test of time. You detailed the extensive work conducted by 
Longford Council/Roadstone/ESB and your close collaboration on all matters relating to the built environment. This 
is time consuming, and often frustrating work as local authorities struggle to balance budgets and work 
programmes. Well done. Again, it is clear that the town is all the better for these improvements. You provided a list 
of the three major derelict buildings of concern and explained the challenges in having them addressed. As there is 
a change in approach at national and local government levels, I hope you will continue with your endeavours. They 
have a major impact on your streetscape. We admired the children’s artwork at the vacant premises in the centre of 
the town and speculated on whether the removal or replacement of the original name could improve the aesthetic. 
Nr Nuts is a bold and fun piece of sculpture, bound to cause strong reactions. It is great to hear about the positive 
feedback and the popularity with younger members of the community
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Lots of impactful green initiatives, ongoing and new, across the community involving Scoil Mhuire, estates and 
others. The upgrade of the community garden is based on great communication with its users and can only be a 
great success.
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Mark

Awarded 2022
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Thankfully some good things came out of the pandemic and the challenges it presented. Taking the time to work on 
your biodiversity and conservation plan was one such example. The trail that traverses farmland, meets raised bog, 
water and woodland attracted significant funding and it is good to know that work commenced in the spring. This will 
be a major new piece of green infrastructure benefitting local and visitors, but most importantly benefitting so many 
habitats, supporting wildlife and pollinators. Many of your existing green spaces have incorporated native hedge 
row, pollinators, the bee line, etc., There appears to be a great appreciation and understanding of the importance of 
these small interventions which can be encouraged

As you detailed, litter control is a never-ending challenge, but your approach appears to be successful, so well done 
to all concerned. We were impressed with what we found during our visit. The bottle bank area was clean and there 
was no dog fouling issue. The removal of inappropriately sited billboards is to be commended. The launch of the Co. 
Longford An Taisce Spring Clean in your town is recognition of the great work you are doing and the “adopt a road” 
idea with an online platform is fantastic. Many Tidy Towners have adopted road over many decades, and it would be 
great to see them recognised for their work

Again, so many positive actions are underway or complete. While the climate crisis requires us to change our whole 
way of life the actions that we take every day, inspired, and supported by our community and neighbours are 
important to demonstrate that change is possible and that the “collapse ologists” should not give up on the planet, 
just yet. Your initiative is a great example whereby you turned a negative – the dumping of cars on the Old Bog 
Road in the past - into an idea to collect waste metal across the town and turn it back into cash for the community. 
Thanks for sharing so much information on actions like Replanting Paddy Reynold’s bulbs, bagging and selling the 
unwanted stone from the community garden, initiating the process of joining SEAI Sustainable Energy Community, 
the cash-for-clobber initiative with the Ladies Gaelic Football club, supporting the national Stop Food Waste 
programme and running educational workshops like the one circular economics. While sustainability and climate 
change can be overwhelming you are working hard to support your community to take positive actions

All residential areas and housing estates were a pleasure to visit, some great mown areas, good shrubberies, and 
tree planting to be found in some. Place names and colourful planting at entrances makes such a huge difference 
and the support/collaboration with Tidy Town volunteers was evident throughout. With a nod to biodiversity there are 
some options to reduce mowing regimes on larger grass areas, creating grass meadows and supporting pollinators. 
There is scope for many more trees and again these can be species that support wildlife. On the topic of trees, it is 
always best to plant in the ground and not to raise soil around the base of the tree. We noted some areas where 
mulches could reduce time spent weeding.

Approach roads were free of litter and signage was clean and visible. Planting in stone beds at base of signs looked 
well maintained. Wildflower/meadow margin at hedgerows noted and, in most places, mown strips were evident with 
some due to be cut soon. The efforts you detailed around litter picking and clean ups are also clearly evident as 
your approach roads create a great first impression. Well done to all concerned

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Your Tidy Towns entry is very impressive with numerous exciting initiatives underway and on the drawing boards. 
There is great evidence of hard work and pride to be found throughout the town. Your SEAI Energy Masterplan and 
your focus on biodiversity and heritage for the trail provide ideal platforms for significant positive impact across 
these two categories. You have increased your marks again this year and we look forward to what the future brings


